[Burkitt's leukemia presenting as atypical acute mastoiditis in a 7-month-old child].
A 7-month-old girl presented with left acute mastoiditis and a white blood cell count of 79,000/mm(3). A surgically obtained bacteriological sample showed Streptococcus pneumoniae. Direct blood examination revealed leukemic blast cells. Histological samples showed leukemic infiltration of the left temporal bone. The final diagnosis was Burkitt's leukemia with left temporal bone leukemic infiltration. The patient received chemotherapy according to the LMB 2001 protocol from the Société française d'oncologie pédiatrique. Clinical, biological, and imaging follow-up 30 months after the end of treatment showed remission with complete recovery in the left temporal bone. Atypical presentation of acute mastoiditis (AM) should prompt investigation into whether there is a rare underlying pathology, such as a hemopathy, histiocytosis, or solid tumor. The first sign of leukemia may be acute middle ear disease. To our knowledge, no other cases of Burkitt's leukemia with temporal bone leukemic infiltration presenting as AM have been reported in a child under 1 year of age.